


COVID-19 RELIEF

Diya Ghar was involved in providing food and other supplies to hundreds of 
families during the two COVID-19 lockdowns.

During the April 2021 lockdown, Diya Ghar distributed over 4,600 ration kits to 
the communities with the support of Azim Premji Philanthropic Initiatives and 
Great Galleon Ventures.

SECOND WAVE RELIEF EFFORTS
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In January 2022, the state governments shut down schools and other 
educational institutions to contain the spread of the virus. It was announced 
that schools will be closed for three weeks. Children from underprivileged 
communities were not just affected in terms of access to education, but they 
were suddenly left without access to nutritious food. During this time, Diya 
Ghar distributed milk, eggs and protein bars to all the children in the 
communities we serve. We also adapted to the changing learning environment, 
and sent videos of lessons and distributed worksheets for children to do at 
home. It was heartening to see that children had done their homework and 
were eager to receive the next set of worksheets!

THIRD WAVE RELIEF EFFORTS
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Children who met or exceeded expectations:

OUR IMPACT STORY

59% English

40% Kannada

46% Mathematics

IMPACT ON EDUCATION
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36% Percentage of children who
received adequate nutrition through
a balanced diet prior to enrolling
in Diya Ghar 

100% Percentage of children who
received adequate nutrition through a
balanced diet while at Diya Ghar

180% PERCENTAGE INCREASE

IMPACT ON NUTRITION
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Shravani has two older siblings and two younger siblings. Due to difficult 
circumstances, her older siblings live with their grandparents in the village 
while Shravani and her younger siblings live with their parents in a blue tent 
settlement. Sharavani’s mother, like every mom, wants the best for her 
children: “We want our children to study in good schools, but we don’t have 
the money. We were so happy when we saw your Centre in the community. 
Shravani knows to write in English and Kannada, count numbers - 1-4 and 
recite the numbers 1-10. She also loves to sing rhymes and read stories 
along with her friends. When she comes back home, she keeps telling us 
about her day at school. We love to hear her speak English"  she says. When 
we asked Shravani what she likes best about school, she immediately 
replies, “Uniform!”. 

Meet Shravani:

We love that answer and we love that Shravani is always ready to jump into 
her uniform in the morning and is almost always waiting for the teacher to 
open the school doors!



72,117
Lunch served
with an egg

2,36,906
Milk

3,08,189
Eggs

UNITS DISTRIBUTED IN THE COMMUNITY

We gave nutrition supplements like milk, eggs, fruits, porridge powder, and 
protein bars to children every day. We continued to give nutritional 
supplements for older children and pregnant mothers till December. During the 
pandemic, we were unable to give lunch to the children due to COVID-19 
protocols. In September 2021, we initiated the supply of lunch with eggs in two 
of our centres. In October 2021, we started providing lunch served with eggs in 
all our centres. Our children were able to have proper satiating meals.

One of our main areas of focus was to encourage the families to get vaccinated 
to protect themselves from COVID-19. We partnered with ASM, Cloud 9 
Hospital, Khorus, Clarence School and Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike 
(BBMP) to provide the first and second dose of vaccines. Over 429 people got 
vaccinated. Diya Ghar also organised a medical camp in Hebbal in October 
2021 and treated 94 children. Hygiene kits were distributed periodically.

We also started the supply of daily multivitamins for our children. Everyday we 
give them Zincofem syrup and Vitamin C tablets. Due to vitamin deficiencies, 
most of the children fell sick often and have other ailments including skin 
diseases, lightning of hair colour etc. The supply of multivitamins to children 
everyday has transformed their health immensely.

IMPACT ON HEALTH
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48,482
Protein
Bar

2,411
Porridge

20,222
Dry Fruits
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Every week we sent two educational videos to parents with smartphones. 
Menstrual and hygiene sessions for women were conducted, along with 
mental and health awareness sessions. Parent-Teacher meetings were held 
regularly. We also educated parents on COVID care and isolation through 
videos.

IMPACT ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT



My name is Indraja and I love going to Diya Ghar school with my younger 
brother, Akshaya.

Before, I would just see other children going to school and wonder if I too could 
go. There was no anganwadi nearby and my parents could not afford private 
school. I will be left alone at home with my grandmother to help take care of my 
younger siblings. 

One day, two aunties from Diya Ghar visited my house and spoke to my mother 
about the school. I think they may have convinced my mom to send us. The 
next day I joined Diya Ghar and I love coming to school every day. Every day my 
Aunty waits for me at the door to welcome me. We have an assembly time 
together with my friends singing rhymes and praying. After that, Aunty shows 
me the materials to work with and gives me writing. I love learning new things. 
After that we will have ragi porridge which fills me up. Then I learn English, 
Kannada and Math. I love Math, because Aunty shows different ways to learn 
numbers which are easy and fun.

I always look forward to lunch time. When I was at home, I would get food only 
in the morning before my mom goes to work and the whole day I would eat 
nothing else till dinner. I am happy that I get a tasty meal everyday on time at 
Diya Ghar. My younger brother and I enjoy having eggs together. After our nap, 
we read and do arts and crafts. We then get vitamins from our Aunty to keep us 
strong. That's why I don't fall sick often now and come regularly to school. I 
also get fruits to eat every day before I go home in the evening.

Coming to school is the favourite part of my day.

A DAY AT DIYA GHAR
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Even though she is only six years old, 
Reshma has already experienced more 
trauma than most. First, her mother 
deserted the family and following that 
heartache, her father passed away. 
Reshma and her two siblings were left 
in the care of her grandparents who did 
not know how they would manage.

But Diya Ghar stepped into this family’s life. “We didn’t know how we would be 
able to take care of our grandchildren after our son died. Thank you so much 
for taking care of Reshma and helping our family,” her grandparents say with 
tears of gratitude. 

When Reshma first came to Diya Ghar she was extremely shy and introverted. 
But over the months, she has come out of her shell, made friends, and shows a 
keen interest in learning. Her fine motor skills and her oral skills have shown 
tremendous improvement. She enjoys reciting rhymes and is quick with 
recalling her numbers from 1 to 20. Reshma’s favourite activity is colouring 
and her eyes light up when it is time to do art. Reshma is so excited about 
coming to school that she is often the first one to arrive in class. Reshma will 
be graduating from Diya Ghar’s preschool in 2023 and will be going to Mother 
Teresa hostel for primary school. 

Reshma:
Beating the Odds
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STORIES FROM
DIYA GHAR



Shiva:
Rewriting
Expectations
There is a big smile on Shiva’s face 
when he writes numbers and 
alphabets. Writing is one of Shiva’s 
favourite activities. But this was not 
always the case for this 4-year-old 
child.

While initially he would sit with his older siblings who also attended Diya 
Ghar, when they left for Primary School, Shiva became withdrawn. But his 
teachers at Diya Ghar did not give up on him. They would show him videos 
of rhymes, engage him in conversation and give him colouring sheets and 
activities.

We now see a transformed Shiva, eager to come to school and participate 
in all the activities, especially writing. He will be graduating from Diya Ghar 
next year and will continue his studies in a government school in 
Bangalore. He plans to become an Army officer when he grows up and we 
have no doubt that Shiva will achieve his pursuits.
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OUR VOLUNTEERS

Diya Ghar had several dedicated volunteers and interns visiting our centres 
throughout the year, from Ramaiah College, St Aloysius, St Annes SJR College, 
Azim Premji University, CMR College and Christ University.

Our volunteers helped us create learning materials, assisted teachers at the 
Community Centres, and partnered with us in distributing and packaging 
essential supplies too. They also helped in doing surveys for most of the new 
centres to enroll children. We had interns from Vidyashilp College and Christ 
University who also raised funds for children. 
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FINANCES

About 70% of Diya Ghar's donations come from corporates, foundations and 
other institutions. The remaining 30% comes from individuals including 
crowdfunding. We are grateful for every donation that contributes to holistic 
preschool education for children of migrant workers.

Diya Ghar conducted two crowdfunding campaigns on the Ketto platform this 
year. About 35 Diya Ghar Ambassadors joined us in reaching out to their 
friends, family and colleagues in order to raise close to Rs. 76,36,740.

CROWDFUNDING CAMPAIGNS FOR EDUCATION & NUTRITION

Monetary donations were received from close to 1000+ individuals. Books, 
clothes and toys were also donated for our children.

DONATIONS FROM INDIVIDUALS
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Organisational Support
(CSR & Social)
36 Organisations
Rs. 2,86,80,154

10.5%

18.8%

70.7%

Individual Support
(HNIs & Individual donors)
202 Donors
Rs. 42,42,935

Crowdfunding
2 Campaigns
Rs. 76,36,740

TOTAL
Rs. 4,05,59,829



OUR PARTNERS
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“It is an absolute pleasure and privilege to be associated with 
Diya Ghar! I am in awe of the work Diya Ghar does to support 
the children of the migrant labour community. I have also had 
the opportunity to witness the level of quality education, 
nutrition and sanitation that is provided to the children across 
all community centres! Spending time with the children and 
realising the wonderful work Diya Ghar does to hone the 
future of young minds has been a very marvelling journey for 
me! I cannot wait to see and experience the continuous 
progress of Diya Ghar’s initiatives in uplifting the 
underprivileged children. I look forward to a long-lasting 
fruitful partnership with Diya Ghar!”

SRUTHI ANAND SAGAR
CSR Lead, Gartner Bangalore

TESTIMONIALS
CSR TESTIMONIALS

"We have been pleased to partner with Diya Ghar over the last 
3 years to support the team on their mission. We have seen 
the commitment and passion of the Diya Ghar team to 
improve the lives of the little children in their key and 
formative years. The smiles on these little faces say it all as 
they step into class everyday, which is truly their home away 
from home. We wish the Diya Ghar team all the  very  best to 
continue on their noble mission."

PRATAP T.P. 
Co-Founder, Qwikcilver

“We are extremely delighted to partner with Diya Ghar in 
providing pre-school education for children of migrant 
labourers. The spirit and determination shown by Saraswathi 
and her team in providing services to the community during 
COVID times was highly commendable. We look forward to 
further deepening our partnership with Diya Ghar in the 
future.”

VISHNU NARENDRAN
Program Manager, Azim Premji Philanthropic Initiatives
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"Most of the time people are worried about the 
legitimacy of non-profit organisations, wondering 
whether or not the money they donate is reaching 
those in need. Having visited a Centre and after 
spending time with the kids, I know that the work 
Diya Ghar is doing is genuine and authentic. I was 
touched by how Diya Ghar provides education and 
nutrition to the children.  The children enjoyed 
when I read books to them and I felt personally 
connected to the work being done by Diya Ghar.  I 
was able to talk about it with my friends and many 
of them donated to the organisation, too. I am glad 
I was able to make a contribution for these 
wonderful kids.”

DIVYA PATHAK
Business Analyst, Accenture
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“Diya Ghar is a high-impact organisation with a 
mission to help migrant kids get the education and 
care that they need. I've had the chance to interact 
with Saraswathi and the team in the past. They are 
a passionate team with a single minded focus on 
making an impact. I wish them well in their 
mission. I had the opportunity to be part of the 
fundraising process for Diya Ghar. It was a great 
experience to be able to raise awareness of the 
need for education for migrant kids.”

RAJIV JAYARAMAN
Founder-CEO, KNOLSKAPE

KETTO AMBASSADORS TESTIMONIALS



27

FUTURE PLANS

Diya Ghar has a clear vision for the future and our plans are already well 
underway to achieve that vision. Our immediate goal for the next year is to 
reach 1000 children across 20+ Community Centres. To this end, we are in the 
early stages of opening six new centres by the end of 2022.

When Diya Ghar started in 2016, we reached just a handful of children in one 
classroom. Today, we can proudly say we have impacted hundreds of children 
from the migrant community with education, nutrition and healthcare. But our 
achievements are not in our numbers but in each child’s life that we have 
touched.

Our next big milestone is to reach 5000 children. While we know that is a big 
dream, we believe it’s possible with your help! Thank you for coming on this 
journey with us.



Diya Ghar Office
#63, 2nd Floor, Kalkere Main Road, Horamavu, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India

Landmark: Opposite Sunshine School, Next to Essay Gas Petrol Bunk
91-6360709332


